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KEY POINTS IN THE VIETNAM DEBATE 
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A NEW PHASE IN THE WAR opened when the North Vietnamese 
launched a massive invasion of South Vietnam over Easter weekend. 
Blatantly violating the 1954 Geneva Accords and the 1968 agreements 
as they rolled across the DMZ, the North Vietnamese committed 
virtually their entire regular field army to the fight. All pretenses 
of a civil war were shattered and our 60, 000 remaining troops were 
directly threatened. • 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE OUTNUMBERED THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE forces in each major battle zone -- including Quang Tri, 
Province, An Loc. and Kontum. Their numerical advantage has ranged 
from 2-1 to 4-i in some cases. In the attacking force are some 
120,000-130, 000 NVN regulars and 13 of the North's 14 regular army 
divisions. While the South has a million -man defense force, only half 
is a regular fighting -army and the continuing need to defend other 
sections of the country has prevented them from commiting more to 

present battles. 
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THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE LATEST WEAPONS. An entire 
new generation of weaponry has been introduced by the NVN, including 
at least 11 new types of weapons - - among them mobile anti-aircraft 
guns, a. hand-held, heat-seeking missile, and 130 mm artillery with 
a 19-mile range. Against these modern offensive weapons, the South 
Vietnamese have only defensive weapons. Most of the NVN weapons 

have come from the USSR through Northern ports. 

■ . . + . ' ' 

THE PRESIDENT ORDERED that the flow of modern offensive 
weapons and war supplies to North Vietnam be' ’cut off by mining the 
harbors of that country and by bombing rail lines and other military 
targets. 

THE PRESIDENT PROPOSED that after POWs are returned and 
an internationally supervised cease fire begun, the U. S. will stop all 
acts of force within Indochina and withdraw its troops from Vietnam 
within four months. This might only settle military issues, but the 
U. S. has offered to negotiate political issues as well. 
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THE HARBOR MINING I S WORKING SO FAR. As of Monday, 

May "15, no ship has tried to chance the passage. 

— - OT THE MIMlNr , AND BOMBING should he 

f , t WMIO thoir stockpiles in the South mafhelp them 

through the present battles , the Wort ^ ^ cannot 

must already be drawing up optl ° n * * a£fecte d may be the NVN 
count on being resupplied. Most rapidly a 
tanks, which burn large quantities of gasoline. 

- " ^ ARE a PASS.VM ^ approaching 

ships are given a^eqnate^warmng an ml „ a vietcong 

waters of South Vietnam throughout 

the war, damaging many international vessels. 

THE PVBPO NSE OF THE RUSSIANS AND THE CME j E has been 
restrained . There has been no overt warning of a conflict 
nations. 

THT? RUSSIAN SUMMIT IS STILL '' O Nj ’ , and P r ^ '^ nt f ,^° n 13 

preparing to leave the XJ. S. this Satur ay, Y > __ three days 

President . in our history to visit Moscow. On Y h th Soviet 

after .his announcement - the President met cordially with the 

Ambassador to the United States. 

% 

PUBLIC SUPPORT O F THE PRES1D ENT^ HAS^ S gN ^ 

WHSLMim as the White House ^^^^ siast ie messages 
offices across the country were jammed with e^tnus: ias have 

immediately after the President's Speech. & l ^ 1 ° P1 ag much as 3-1. 
shown a minimum of 2-1 support, and in some po s, 

THE D EMOCRATS HAVE Q UTRAGEOUSL.Y_^Ta^^PJ^IL^ 
PRESIDENT, violating the tradition of bi-partisan suppor . . 

been vitoT^ the conduct of foreign policy, particularly when American 

lives have been at stake. By contrast, Richard Nixon and otter 
Republicans gave strong support to President Kenne y un g 
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THE CASE-CHURCH AMENDMENT IS UNACCEPTABLE in two 
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major ways. It calls for an American withdrawal before a cease- 
fire. Thus it would not stop the fighting and Americans might be 
forced to finish their withdrawal while under attack. Secondly, it 
would start a four-month withdrawal countdown from the date of an 
agreement- -not from the actual exchange of prisoners. Thus we 
could be forced to leave without first receiving the pOW's, and we 
would have no bargaining lever to get th£m back- -only the Commu- 
nists' good will. 


THE NORTH VIETNAMESE STILL REFUSE TO NEGOTIATE ex- 
cept on the basis that new political arrangements begin with the for- 
mation of a pro-Communist government excluding democratic forces 
in South Vietnam. This would amount to the forced imposition of a 
Communist government on the 17 million people of South Vietnam, 
and this the President refuses to do. This point is only one that is 
not negotiable for the U. S. 


THE PRESIDENTS ACTIONS BOLSTERED MORALE in South 
Vietnam, especially in the army. This is a very critical factor in 
how those, troops will perform in corning battles. The U, S. is also 
moving to equalize the weapons disparity by sending new weapons such 
as anti-tank .guns , Some 300 Communist tanks have already been 

knocked out by land or air action. 

* • • 

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY IS FIGHTING WELL in most 
instances. Their defense of An Loc has been especially impressive, 

and in the last few days they have opened a counter-offensive in Quang 
Tri province. 

t 

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIVISION AT QUANG TRI WAS "GREEN 1 
Not scheduled to become operative until April 1st, the 3rd Division-- 
South Vietnam's newest--had never before fought as a unit. On the 
assumption that the DMZ would not be violated because of outstanding 
agreements, the 3rd Division had been placed below the DMZ to build 
itself gradually into a first-class unit. The division' is now regrouped 
and is helping to defend Hue. 
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' CIVILIANS ARE THE MAIN VICTIMS OF THE INVASION with 
more than 20, 000 hilled and more than 700,000 driven into refugee 
status. 


THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
SAIGON, giving scant comfort to the North Vietnamese. It is also 
notable that when President Nixon took office, 60% of the ground 
fighting was done by the North Vietnamese ‘and 40% by the Vietcong. 
Today almost 100% is by the North Vietnamese. By contrast, 50% 
of the fighting on our side was by the U. S, , 50% by the South Viet- 
namese; today, all the ground fighting is by the South Vietnamese. 
Thus it has become an open struggle between two countries -- and a 
blatant aggression by one against the other. 

.9 

THE INVASION HAS NOT MADE MUCH -HEADWAY. In six 
weeks, the invasion has penetrated..:crily -23 miles into South Vietnam 
and has taken only one (Quang Tri) of 44 provincial capitals . In 1968, 
by comparison, the North Vietnamese and Vietcong seized Hue in just 
four days despite the presence of more than 500, 000 U. S. troops. 


CONTINUED PUBLIC SUPPORT IN U. S. WILL BE CRITICAL to 
the course of the war. It is clear that the enemy is carefully monitor- 
ing U. S. public -opinion to generate internal propaganda in North Vietnam 
and to determine the strength of their own position at the bargaining table. 
A continued outpouring of oupport for the President will greatly strengthen 
his hand in Vietnam, Paris -- apd Moscow. 



